
2                                                                                2019 Greater Vancouver Motorsport Pioneers Society 

 

  Sandy Lovelace            Memorial Award
 
 
The late Sandy Lovelace was a drag 

racer who was a regular competitor at British 
Columbia tracks, in particular, those on 
Vancouver Island. To honour his memory, a 
group of veteran Vancouver Island drag 
racers, Island Dragway Promoters, has 
funded an annual award in recognition of the  

 

 
“person, or persons, who have made 

an outstanding contribution to the 
preservation of the history of motorsport in 
British Columbia” 

 
Rick Gonders is the administrator of 

the award. Mr. Gonders has charged the 
Greater Vancouver Motorsport Pioneers 
Society with the responsibility of managing 
the award process annually, including 

assembling nominees and selecting the 
winner. 

 
Since 2004, the award has been made at 

the GVMPS annual induction ceremony. A 
permanent plaque is inscribed with the 
names of the winners each year. 
Additionally, there are beautiful keeper 
trophies.  

 

 

     Smitten with cars from his earliest 
years, Alyn can remember being 
fascinated with the shape and design of 
the new cars of the 1940’s before he 
was old enough to attend school. 
His first car, acquired at the age of 14 to 
be the hot rod of his dreams, was a 1934 
Ford  three-window coupe.  It was 
found in a farmer’s field and paid for 
with $40 earned delivering the 
newspaper that he would later report 
for. 
     In his early twenties, he was a 
reporter and feature writer at the 
Toronto Telegram newspaper.  His 
transportation progressed from a hot 
1956 Chevy BelAir hardtop to a red 
1960 Buick convertible and then to a 
new yellow 1967 Chrysler 300 
convertible. 
     He drove his red 1968 Corvette 
convertible to Vancouver after being 
recruited at the age of 27 by BCTV to 
be a television news reporter. 
Cars were a major reason for the move 
to Vancouver.  His mother was from 
Vancouver and Alyn spent the summer 
of 1957 visiting his west coast relatives.         

He was amazed at the hot rods and 
custom cars that roamed the streets and 
attended the BCHRA car show at the 
PNE summer fair. 
     His interest in cars led him to do TV 
news stories on the Pacific International 
Motorama car shows in the spring at the 
PNE in the early 1970s. 
He also did stories that highlighted 
broken promises by the city of Mission 
involving a deal to relocate the Mission 
Drag Strip.   
     In 1973, the year he married Ann, 
she bought a 1960 Corvette and had it 
shipped from California.  They were 
members of the BC Corvette club.  The 
car was completely restored by club 
member Jerry Olsen at J & M 
Fiberglass Enterprises. 
     The car became a trophy winner at 
the 1974 spring PNE car show and Alyn 
decided on old cars as a hobby. 
Since then, Alyn has owned hundreds of 
collector cars and currently has a 
collection of 30 hand-picked classics. 
     For the past decade, Alyn has been a 
weekly classic car columnist writing for 
the Vancouver Sun and half a dozen 

Alyn Edwards 

other Canadian newspapers including 
Old Autos. 
     He has written approximately 400 
stories detailing how owners engage 
with their special interest vehicles.  
Some of the stories have featured 
GVMPS Inductees.   
     With his background years in 
television, Alyn produced videos on 
three consecutive Deuce Day events in 
Victoria. 
     Alyn and Ann’s daughter Alayne 
grew up with horsepower.  She is a 
Major in the Canadian Air Force with 
an equestrian farm near Ottawa.  Her 
favourite cars are her mother’s Corvette, 
now family owned for 46 years, and 
dad’s 1968 Shelby GT500KR 
convertible. 
     Alyn is a member of the BC Ford 
Retractable Club and the Early Ford V8 
Club, Vancouver chapter 120 where he 
served as president for five years.  He 
has been on the GVMPS committee for 
the past eight years and has MC’d the 
annual induction ceremony for the past 
five years.  
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Sandy Lovelace            Memorial Award 
Past Winners: 
2018: Cam Hutchins 
2017: Robert G. Hunter 
2016: Larry Pfister 
2015: Keith Jackman 
2014: Gerry Frechette 
2013: Rich Carlson 
2012: Dave Boyce 
2011: George Bell 

 
2010: The Deeley Motorcycle Exhibition 
2009: The Vintage Racing Club of BC and the Westwood50 celebration 
2008: The Digney family: Joyce and Ernie "Dig" Digney 
2007: The BC Hot Rod Association 50th anniversary 
2006: Langley Speedway Historical Society 
2005: Larry Braine 
2004: Doug Harder, Tom Johnston and Brian Pratt 
 

Left, Alyn with Ann 
 
Other photos of Alyn at work and enjoying his rides 


