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KEN BAILEY 

Pioneer - Sports Cars and Road Racing - Inducted 2019 

visiting Abingdon Motors to watch the 
race cars being prepared became a 
regular ritual.  
     With Ken Bailey’s engine building 
and race car set-up skill and John 
Schuberg at the wheel, the racing 
success in both their MG Midget and, 
later, the British Leyland and Lindal 
Imports-sponsored TR7 resulted in 
regular victories. Ken continued to build 
engines for other people to help support 
the business. By this time Bob 
McGregor had moved from a Mini into 
Formula Fords and later the Formula 
Atlantic series.  
     Ken should not have been so honest 
when asked by his regular British car 
clients what they should buy next. He 
told them to buy Japanese cars, and they 
did.  
     Soon the regular broken-down 
British cars stopped coming to the shop 
and it began to focus on Japanese cars, 
which needed little more than regular 
oil changes. It was at this time that Ken 
changed his focus, as Westwood was on 
the verge of becoming a housing 
development. He began building the 
Team Toyota rally cars for the “Flying 
Finn,” Taisto Heinonen. The Toyota 
Celica was built to compete in the 
Canadian Rally Series as well as events 
in the USA. They managed a 4th overall 
in what was part of the World Cup 
series. As Ken became familiar with the 
twin-cam Toyota engines fitted in the 
domestic Japanese models he dabbled 

     During the 1970s and 1980s, the blue 
and white British Leyland-sponsored 
MG Midget and Triumph TR7 of the 
Abingdon Motors Racing team, were 
familiar sights at Westwood. Team 
principals Ken Bailey and John 
Schuberg also traveled and competed at 
CASC (Canadian Automobile Sports 
Clubs) and SCCA (Sports Car Club of 
America) races in eastern Canada and in 
the USA on many occasions.  
     Ken Bailey arrived from England in 
October 1969, and was hired by Terry’s 
British Cars, where he worked for a few 
years. His next move was to work for 
well- known local racer, Wray Nixon. 
While with Nixon, Ken prepared racing 
Minis for Bob McGregor, Peter Taylor 
and Herb Hunt, just to mention a few.  
     Finding it easier to form a business 
in Canada than in England, Ken joined 
forces with John Schuberg to start 
Abingdon Motors on 4th Avenue in 
Vancouver, next to the famous 
Mushroom Recording Studios. 
Abingdon Motors soon outgrew those 
premises and moved to 1126 Franklin 
Street in Vancouver, where they’d 
remain for the next 35 years. When I, 
Nigel Matthews, arrived in Canada in 
1975, I immediately sought information 
about the local racing scene by calling 
Abingdon Motors and speaking with 
Ken. That was in April of 1975. By 
September 1977, I was working across 
the street at Monte Carlo Autobody, so 
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with fitting some of these engines into 
street cars for his new clientele.  
     Adrian Ratcliff and I (Nigel) might 
have helped steer Ken into the final 
chapter of Abingdon Motors when we 
rented space within the building doing 
collision and restoration work. Oil and 
dust are not a very good combination, 
so Adrian and I moved elsewhere, and 
Ken formed a partnership with Dave 
Kotow doing business as Lancaster 
Restorations returning to his BMC 
roots. 
     Lancaster Restorations became very 
well known for their magnificent Austin 
Healey restorations. They were so good 
that a right-hand-drive car that they had 
restored known as Primrose was 
purchased by Colin Watts, the 
Composite Manager of the Benetton 
Formula One Team in the England. As 
soon as it arrived in the UK it was 
invited to the Classic Car Show in 
Birmingham, where it was the star of 
the show displayed on a revolving 
turntable. 
     Ken retired in 2013, when Lancaster 
Restorations closed the doors of the 
Franklin Street premises. We all know 
that mechanics never retire, they usually 
have far too many needy friends. Also, 
the skills that Ken and mechanics from 
his generation have are highly sought-
after because the younger generation of 
mechanics rely heavily on computers. 
Many of them today do not know what 
a carburetor is, let alone how to set up a 
pair of SU’s.  

 
 

 
Above: Abingdon Motors ad, 1985 

 
Right: Ken, then, and after then 
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Above: Team Toyota rally car, photo by Brent Martin 

 
Below: TR-7, photo by Brent Martin 

 
Above: Bob McGregor, 77, in the Abingdon Motors Mini 


