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BILL SAINSBURY 

Pioneer - Sports Cars and Road Racing - Inducted 2019 

most fun and I remember one time 
going into turn two, three cars wide in 
the rain! We all made it through!  
     At race end, any drivers stuck out on 
the track with a breakdown would hitch 
a ride back to the pits which is how I 
met Ron Householder of Formula 
Atlantic fame. I don’t think any of this 
would wash today. Friends/mentors at 
this time were Gordy McMillan, 
Tommy Robertson, Bill Marshall, 
Claire Wilson, Bob Constabaris, and 
Gio Coletta. Some of these guys also 
raced in the Abbotsford Airport circuit 
days.  
     I borrowed anything available from 
TR3s and MGAs and did some test 
driving in the ill-fated IOCO Ford. I 
progressed to Sports Racing via a home-
built Sievers-Ford/1300 Alfa Romeo as 
well as Mike Barbour’s ex-Rattenbury 
Genie/Buick Mk 8, which I was able to 
crew for and drive. I won the over two 
litre class in 1969 at the Kelowna Hill 
Climb in this car. Then I moved to a 
Lotus 23 ex-George Chapman car; first 
with 1300 cc Alfa power, then a Mazda 
Rotary, and then on to a Lola 210 which 
won me the 1976 Conference 
championship in D Sports Racing. This 
car also set the lap record at Portland for 
the class that stood for 15 years. 
     In 1977/1978 I served as vice– 
president of the Sports Car Club of BC 

     My introduction to Westwood came 
purely by accident one Sunday 
afternoon in May 1965. Running in a 
local rally, I made a wrong turn and 
ended up going uphill to the gate at 
Westwood. Being later in the afternoon, 
no one was taking admission and I 
parked at the hairpin for the next to last 
race which I think was a mix of formula 
cars. The last race started, which used to 
be called Formula Libre – all comers. 
The cars crested Deer’s Leap in a 
cluster, then a dark blue Mustang (Bob 
McLean) put on his turn signal and 
started passing on the right into the 
hairpin. I was hooked. Anything this fun 
and fast was for me.  
     I signed up for Driver Training in 
July and started putting together a 
wrecking yard Sprite for the next 
season. I ran that car in every race and 
class possible, sometimes four races in 
one afternoon. The situation was loose 
enough that you just changed class 
markings to suit the next race and drove 
onto the end of the line on pre-grid. The 
Grid Marshall would grid you last and 
as I was the slowest car this was not a 
problem. The last race of the day was 
usually a Le Mans start. I recall one 
race where I vaulted over the door of 
the car and my pant leg went over the 
gear shift, causing a major delay in 
getting started. These races were the 
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(SCCBC) helping to bring the first 
Trans-Am Race to Westwood, along 
with the first SCCA national event. 
Both were major financial successes for 
the SCCBC and Westwood. 
     In 1978, I moved to a Chevron B23, 
then in 1980, I moved to a Mallock 
14B, co-driven with Ron Householder, 
which won the most exciting 
performance award in the Portland Six 
Hour Enduro. We finished fourth 
overall.  
     Other racing opportunities included 
Formula B cars Lotus 59/69, March 
77B and even a Formula Vee. My 
favourite car is still the Lola 210 which 
we imported from England in 1975. I 
imported other cars and helped friends 
do the same, building the field of sports 
racing cars, which embody the true 
essence of a racing car.  
     In 1982 I moved to a Lola 490, 
which I drove until 1986 when I retired 
from racing. Our last race was Portland 
Six Hours Enduro co-driving with Vic 
Nightscales, where we finished fourth 
overall and second in class. That was a 
good finish to 20 years of competition 
with a lot of memories and good friends 
made along the way.  
     A final note: none of this would have 
happened without my very able crew 
chief Donna. 

Left and right: Donna and Bill Sainsbury back at Knox Mountain in 1969 and more recently. 
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Above: Mallock 14B 

Above: Westwood, 1978, Bill and Donna on a Victory lap at an International Conference of Sports Car Clubs race 


