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BARRY ALLAN 

Pioneer - Sports Cars and Road Racing - Inducted 2019 

In 1990 he opened a joint business with 
John Peterson to create Peterson-Allan 
Automotive. By 1996 he parted from 
the company and opened his own 
business, Allan Autotech, which is still 
going strong today at its location in 
Burnaby.  
     Needless to say, Barry knows his 
way around a rotary engine after being 
trained by Mazda factory technicians 
and is one of the few people left in the 
lower mainland who can still work on 
those engines. His talents are not just 
limited to rotary-powered cars; there is 
always a random assortment of the rare 
and strange in his shop and all manner 
of fabrication and innovation happening 
at any given time. He genuinely enjoys 
figuring out how something works and 
will go to great lengths to solve a 
problem. As he says, “Car repair, for 
me, is not about the money. It’s about 
the challenge and having fun.” 
     But what Barry is most known for is 
helping others. He is always willing to 
help, whether you’re a close friend or 
the competition. In 1990, the final year 
of Westwood, he helped Ross Bentley’s 
team repair their rotary-powered sports 
racer right before the last race. Barry 
would have won had he not helped the 
other team. He ended up placing second 
overall (first in his class) as a result. But 
as Barry says, “If I’m at the track and 
have time, I will always be willing to 
help, no matter who you are.”                
     One of the greatest examples of his 
dedication to others involves a man 

     Barry Allan took driver training in 
1979 at Westwood Circuit and began to 
race immediately after. He began with 
sprint racing and eventually moved to 
racing enduros at Westwood, Portland 
International Raceway (PIR), Seattle 
International Raceway (SIR), The Ridge 
and many more tracks with several big 
overall wins and first-in-class 
placements along the way. He also 
participated in the Knox Mountain Hill 
Climb and went to the opening of Area 
27 in Osoyoos in 2017, and raced at a 
professional level for a time in IMSA 
(International Motor Sport Association).  
     Barry has worked on, and raced in 
many cars over the years but there are 
two cars that stand out in his racing 
history: the first is a well known 1973 
Mazda RX-3 nicknamed “Otar”, and the 
second, an IMSA prepared 1985 Mazda 
RX-7 tube frame car. “Otar” (so named 
this because the “R” and the “Y” fell off 
of the “ROTARY” badging at the rear 
of the car), was originally owned by 
Tekam Automotive and bought by 
Barry and friend Mark Griffiths in 
1979. This car led Barry and many other 
drivers to numerous victories, and 
became one of the most well known 
cars in the Pacific Northwest in the ‘80s 
and ‘90s.  
     The 1985 RX-7 (nicknamed “The 
Big Car” in comparison to the tiny 
“Otar”), is a full tube frame car that 
raced at IMSA, beating out Mazda 
factory race cars for a fourth place 
finish in the 1988 race at Del Mar, 
California. It has also taken part in 
many enduros, starting in 1988 at PIR. 
This car, in hibernation for the last 
couple of years while being worked on, 
still runs and will be participating in 
upcoming races. It has come a long way 
from its original build, currently 
running a naturally aspirated 20b tri-
rotor engine with many great additions 
in the works.  
     Barry’s love for cars doesn’t end at 
the track - he began a career as an 
automotive technician shortly after 
taking driver training. He began his 
apprenticeship at Tekam Automotive 
under the guidance of owners Tekashi 
Yamamura and Sho Ino, both of whom 
trained as Mazda factory technicians in 
Yokohama, Japan and were also 
sponsored to race by Mazda in Japan. 
He completed his Red Seal there, and 
continued to work at Tekam until 1989.      
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named Steve Martyn who worked for 
Barry at Peterson-Allan, and continued 
at Allan Autotech. Steve had worked on 
and driven the original “Otar” and set a 
goal of building his own RX-3. 
However, life and its necessities took 
priority and “Otar II” fell into the 
background. Sadly, in the fall of 2010, 
Steve was told the cancer he had 
previously beaten had returned, and this 
time he had four to six months left. The 
“Retro Racing Team,” with Barry and 
many other friends decided to make 
Steve’s dream come true and completed 
an entire race car in three months. Many 
talented and generous people 
participated, and Barry kept his shop 
open seven days a week, working late 
into the night to finish Steve’s car. On 
February 18th, 2011 (9 weeks after they 
began this incredible project), they 
presented Steve with a finished GT3 
RX-3 that had been built with enormous 
care and attention to detail. On February 
19th, just hours after he was presented 
with the car, Steve passed away. 
     Barry also likes to teach. He was 
elected to the RDC (Race Driver’s 
Committee) as an instructor only a few 
years after beginning to race and he’s 
carried on teaching everyone that he 
meets anything automotive and more. 
Barry is one of those truly talented 
individuals who understand the why and 
how of all things automotive and will 
patiently spend time with you to help 
you understand. The world needs more 
Barry Allans!  

 
Left and below: Barry Allan, younger, and more experienced. 
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Above left and left: “Otar” 

 
 
Above: Barry Allan 
 

 
Below: The Mazda RX-7 IMSA car 


