
                                Sandy Lovelace            
The late Sandy Lovelace was a drag 

racer who was a regular competitor at British 
Columbia tracks, in particular, those on 
Vancouver Island. To honour his memory, a 
group of veteran Vancouver Island drag 
racers, Island Dragway Promoters, has 
funded an annual award in recognition of the  

 
“person, or persons, who have made 

an outstanding contribution to the 

preservation of the history of motorsport in 
British Columbia” 

 
Rick Gonders is the administrator of 

the award. Mr. Gonders has charged the 
Greater Vancouver Motorsport Pioneers 
Society with the responsibility of managing 
the award process annually, including 
assembling nominees and selecting the 
winner. 

Since 2004, the award has been made at 
the GVMPS annual induction ceremony. 

 
A permanent plaque is inscribed with 

the names of the winners each year. 
Additionally, there are beautiful keeper 
trophies. 

  
 

There are few people who have 
done more to further Canada’s west 
coast special interest car hobby than 
Cam Hutchins, with his camera always 
at the ready to capture the action at race 
tracks, car shows and private garages. 
His collage show cards are everywhere 
as car show displays, and his weekly 
column in the Vancouver Sun provides 
guidance for enthusiasts to find out 
what’s coming up on the car show 
scene. 

Cam never had a chance to be 
anything other than a ‘carnut’. His 
physician father was a carnut and often 
took young Hutchins to the unveiling of 
the new British cars at Vancouver’s 
Bayshore Inn. It was there he got to sit 
in a John Player Special race car and 
meet the famous race car driver. 
Although too young to remember, that 
set the hook. 

What he does remember is going 
for rides all over the Lower Mainland in 
his Father’s beloved 1966 Austin 
Healey. Dr. John Donald Hutchins was 
on call and carried a pager. Young 

Hutchins thought his Dad must have 
diplomatic immunity to speeding when 
rushing to Royal Columbian hospital. 
       Family vacations included visits to 
the Harrah’s Collection outside of Reno 
and the Briggs Cunningham Collection 
in Orange County as well as the “Cars 
of the Stars” museum near Disneyland. 
Numerous trips to car dealerships and 
looking in bookstores left their mark on 
Hutchins. 

After buying a 35mm camera in 
1979, he made many trips to Westwood 
Mountain High Raceway in Coquitlam 
to photograph race cars. His mother 
arranged a family vacation to the 10th 
running of the Monterey Historic 
Automobile Race at Laguna Seca in 
Monterey California. Cam used his 
home darkroom to develop all his black 
and white and colour prints. 

Shooting vintage racing at 
Westwood and Seattle International 
Raceway was pure joy. Interestingly, on 
the Sunday of the last Historic races at 
Westwood before it closed, he was 
driving the Austin Healey to the race 

Cam Hutchins 

and it turned 40,000 miles half way up 
the hill. 

Starting the website www.carnut.ca 
in 2001 to share his images of racing 
and create an online list of car events 
was his way to entice families to bring 
kids to car shows and races. A story he 
wrote about riding in Dad’s Healey was 
published in The Vancouver Sun 
Driving section under a “Reader’s 
Ride” type contest which led to a 
weekly column informing all the 
readers about car events in BC. 
        Hutchins became a regular at many 
car shows every weekend and in 2012 
purchased a new work truck - a 1966 
Chevy C10 long box pickup. Now 
sometimes entering car shows as well as 
shooting them, he talks to many owners 
and learns about their stories. 

In 2003, Hutchins met Terry 
Denomme of Canadian Hot Rod 
magazine and got to go to the next level 
of photographing and writing about 
feature cars. He also provides coverage 
for Performance Plus and RPM along 
with some American car magazines. 
 

Left: Cam at work getting a shot      Right: a high angle photo of the Ocean Park Ford show by Cam 

http://www.carnut.ca/


Past Winners: 
2017: Robert G. Hunter 
2016: Larry Pfister 
2015: Keith Jackman 
2014: Gerry Frechette 
2013: Rich Carlson 
2012: Dave Boyce 
2011: George Bell 
 

 
2010: The Deeley Motorcycle Exhibition 
2009: The Vintage Racing Club of BC and the Westwood50 celebration 
2008: The Digney family: Joyce and Ernie "Dig" Digney 
2007: The BC Hot Rod Association 50th anniversary 
2006: Langley Speedway Historical Society 
2005: Larry Braine 
2004: Doug Harder, Tom Johnston and Brian Pratt 
 

Above: 2011 GVMPS Pioneer Tom Berrow with Cam Hutchins at Agassiz Speedway, 2015 (photo by Leslie McKellar) 
(Inset: the Sandy Lovelace Memorial Award.) 

 
 
Left and far left:  
 
examples of Cam’s work: 
 
Pioneers, Sylvia and 
Stew Braddick’s card;  
 
and Cam’s pickup 

 
 
Right:  
 
“Where do I have to be 
next, and how soon?” 

Memorial Award 


