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Brad Hagen was just 17 years old 
and working at a remote molyb-
denum mine in the northern B.C. 
community of Fraser Lake when 
he decided it was time to buy his 
first car.

Prince George was a 90-min-
ute drive away and Timely Auto 
Sales had the kind of the cars 
he wanted. Specifically, a 1969 
Chevrolet Camaro with a four-
speed transmission topped the 
list. But the car lot also had a 1962 
Chevy with the fabled 409-cubic- 
inch engine putting out 409 
horsepower through a four-speed 
transmission.

With a pocket full of money 
earned in the mine, young Brad 
was determined to head out to 
Prince George for his dream car.

The early ’80s was an era 
of cool cars, and particularly 
appealing to young men work-
ing in resource-based industries 
and living in camps who spent 
big money on their cars. Timely 
Auto Sales was just the place to 
buy that dream as the dealership 
brought in collector and muscle 
cars that were hard to resist.

But when Hagen inquired 
about his dream car he was 
disappointed to learn the hot 
Camaro had been sold. “What 
about a ’57 Chevy?” the dealer 
said.

“I looked it up in Car Craft 
magazine and drove straight 
there,” Hagen recalls.

The car, that had been at an 
upholstery shop, was brought 
back to the lot and it was love at 
first sight for Hagen.

The Chevrolet BelAir two-door 
hardtop had brand new emer-
ald green paint, a custom black 
bucket seat interior and slotted 
mag wheels. Power came from a 
Corvette LT1 engine with a floor 
shifted three-speed transmis-
sion. 

There was no radio but the 
heater worked. He bought it and 
drove it back to his hometown 
of Merritt to show his friends, 

and his parents, who were both 
teachers.

“My mother said it was cute 
and I was a bit offended by that,” 
he recalls. But his mother really 
liked the car and insisted on 
being photographed beside it 
with her son.

 “People identified me with that 
car. We drove that car all over, 
Dukes of Hazzard-style — up dirt 
roads, to the lake in the summer 
time, out on the highway and just 
go,” he says of his teenage cruis-
ing days.

But Hagen’s life moved on and 
he sold the car to a local lady in 
Merritt after just two years and 
lost track of his Chevy.

“I’ve been a working guy my 
whole life. Been a lot of places 
and towns and I always missed 
my ’57 Chevy,” he says.

He started looking for his car 
by scouring ads across the coun-
try on Craigslist and Kijiji.

“I would ask at car shows if a 
similar car used to be green. I 
talked to all the ’57 Chevy guys 
but couldn’t find it.”

Then, while on a kayaking trip 
to the Sunshine Coast, he saw 
an ad for a green 1957 Chevy 
with bucket seats. The car was in 
New Westminster and the owner 
didn’t know how to send photos 
by email.

“I called him and told him I 
couldn’t come to see it for five 
days. I asked him not to sell it to 
anyone else,” Hagen says.

The car was in an under-
ground parking garage under a 
car cover.

“I took the cover off and just 
knew it was my car,” Hagen says. 

“It still had some of the old battle 
scars including a dent in the 
driver’s door and some creased 
trim. I immediately made the 
deal, purely for sentimental rea-
sons, before I even drove it.”

Thirty-seven years had passed 
but his car was largely the same 
as it was back in the day. The 
three-speed transmission had 
been swapped out for a four-
speed and some extra trim 
added. But it definitely was the 
car he had bought at age 17.

He learned his old Chevy had 
travelled the country since he 
had owned it. Registered in 
Ontario for some time, it went 
to an owner in Winnipeg. 

Then it became part of a large 
collection of muscle cars in Cal-
gary. The man he bought it from 

had talked the reluctant Calgary 
owner into selling him the car.

Hagen, who hauls classic cars 
and other vehicles under the 
name Steel Wheels Hot Shot and 
Transport Services, says finding 
his original car is like meeting 
his best friend from his teenage 
years again.

“I spent 12 hours polishing it 
and found a set of the same slot-
ted mag wheels that the car had 
when I bought it. Driving that car 
takes me back to the time I was a 
teenager.

“I’m quite happy when I cruise 
in that car.”
Alyn Edwards is a classic car enthu-
siast and partner in Peak Commu-
nicators, a Vancouver-based public 
relations company.
aedwards@peakco.com  
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’57 CHEVY COMES FULL CIRCLE
Merritt man bought the car at 17, sold it two years later, and got it back 35 years later

A Corvette LT1 engine powers the 1957 BelAir Chevrolet two-door hardtop.    
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Brad Hagen says he tried for years to track down the 1957 Chevrolet BelAir he bought in 1980. Finally, this year he spotted an ad for it and was able to reacquire it.  A LY N  E DWA R D S

The modified 1957 Chevy’s dash is now nicely polished.   A LY N  E DWA R D S The key to Brad Hagen’s happiness unlocks the modified 1957 Chevy  
he bought when he was 17 years old.   A LY N  E DWA R D S

Seventeen-year-old Brad Hagen shares a laugh with his mother Carole 
shortly after buying his modified 1957 Chevy in 1980.


