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TONY CARRUTHERS 

Pioneer - Sports Car and Road Racing - Inducted 2017 

Tony Carruthers was born and 
raised in Scotland, mostly in the small 
village of Ecclefechan just near 
Dumphries. Coming from a horsey 
family, he knew the concept of 
competition from a very young age. 
       Tony became a proficient mechanic 
and driving instructor during his stint in 
the British Army while serving in Aden. 
After leaving the army, he got his first 
taste of motorsport when he was 
employed as a mechanic by well- 
known Formula Three racer Harry 
Stiller.  
       By the late 1960s, Tony, his school 
teacher wife Margaret and the family 
Mini had emigrated to Nanaimo, where 
Tony soon discovered the BC 
motorsport scene. I first met Tony when 
we both competed in the 1969 
Observatory Hill Climb in Victoria.  
       A lovely yellow Chevron B8 BMW 
GT car was soon imported to replace 

the Mini and Tony became a regular at 
Westwood. There were many good 
results, in particular a victory at 
Westwood’s legendary Seven Hour 
Enduro in 1971. Next was a season in 
Tom Johnston Racing’s locally-built 
JM2 Sports racing car. 
      Tony took a few years off from 
driving to develop several businesses, 
raise a family and act as a key crew 
member for the Tom Johnston Racing 
teams during the Formula Atlantic and 
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World Challenge GT eras. 
      Remarkably, after retiring from his 
businesses and seeing his two daughters 
grown up and married, Tony the driver 
reappeared driving the very same 
Johnston car in its vintage debut in 2005 
at the Vintage Automobile Racing 
Association of Canada Vintage Festival 
at Mosport.  
      Having enjoyed himself so much, 
Tony went on to purchase and restore a 
Swift DB4, a Sports 2000 car which he 
has raced extensively at Mission 
Raceway Park as well as other local 
venues. 
      Some guys never give up. Now in 
his 70s, he is still at it in British 
Columbia and New Zealand. Showing 
no signs of retirement, Tony spends 
winters in New Zealand and summers in 
BC, still competitively racing, now with 
Tom Johnston often acting as crew. 
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Swift DB2 at Mission 
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