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ED CLEMENTS 

Pioneer - Sports Car and Road Racing - Inducted 2017 

Ed Clements was born September, 
1928 in a cedar float house on the lake 
at Stave Falls, BC. His first car was a 
gas guzzling 1938 LaSalle which he 
purchased in 1944. He drove that 
LaSalle for over 200,000 miles before 
leaving it to the curb. 

One day, in the newspapers, he saw 
a 1953 Austin Healey 100 for sale, 
which had been sent to the Le Mans 
race by Donald Healey as a backup car. 
After haggling over the price he bought 
it for $1,200 with only 870 miles on the 
odometer. It was his first sports car. 

Ed raced the Healey at both 
Abbotsford and Bellingham airport road 
circuits in 1953. He did reasonably well. 
Some of the better known drivers who 
competed at Abbotsford were Pete 
Lovely, Ray Rairdon, Arleigh Pilkey 
and Jim Rattenbury plus many other 
Pioneers. He also drove it to Mexico 
and back - driving there in the 1950s 
must have been quite a feat! 

When the Sports Car Club of BC 

(SCCBC) decided to build the track at 
Westwood he spent many days selling 
debentures and got his machete ready 
for cutting bushes. All the volunteers 
worked their butts hard to build the 
track. 

A friend let Ed borrow and race his 
AC Bristol which was serviced at a 
nearby shop. That’s where Ed Clements 
met Gio Coletta, the mechanic, who 
kept the cars tuned. A lasting friendship 
began. Gio drove an Alfa Sypder and 
invited Ed to race with him. 

In 1969, Ed raced the AC Bristol at 
Westwood. After Saturday practice on 
race weekends we got a crew together, 
including Gio, and started to cook 200 
to 400 hamburgers (sometimes steaks) 
at the Turn Two clubhouse. This was 
the start of a tradition that has carried on 
to Mission Raceway Park where the 
Westwood reunion barbeque is held on 
the Friday of the BC Historic Motor 
Races. 2017 marked the first time Ed 
couldn’t attend due to health reasons. 

By John Randall      Nominated by John Randall 

In 1970, Ed started to race Gio’s 
Alfa and in 1971 he won “E” 
production at the first CASC (Canadian 
Automobile Sports Clubs) Race of 
Champions, which was held at 
Westwood. Luckily for Ed it was 
“raining like a cow peeing on a flat 
rock” for the big race. With new rain 
tires Ed was able to grip the corners of 
the track bringing the Alfa home to first 
place. 

Ed Clements looks back fondly at 
the early years when most of the racers 
drove their cars to the track and then 
back home after the races were over. 
“The camaraderie with the racing group 
was marvelous.” 

 
Clockwise (from above):  
 
Ed Clements in 2017; Ed and Gio Coletta, 
2005; Ed and Gio teamed up; the 1971 
CASC Race of Champions results; Ed in 
the rain with the Alfa (Murray Chambers 
photo). 
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Above: Ed Clements in the Alfa. 
Below: Ed Clements, smoking a pipe, after winning the E production class CASC race. Also pictured: Bob Randall, Don Lamont and John 

Hall. 


