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The late Sandy Lovelace was a drag 
racer who was a regular competitor at British 
Columbia tracks, in particular, those on 
Vancouver Island. To honour his memory, a 
group of veteran Vancouver Island 
dragracers, Island Dragway Promoters, has 
funded an annual award in recognition of the  

 
“person, or persons, who have made 

an outstanding contribution to the 

preservation of the history of motorsport in 
British Columbia” 

 
Rick Gonders is the administrator of 

the award. Mr. Gonders has charged the 
Greater Vancouver Motorsport Pioneers 
Society with the responsibility of managing 
the award process annually, including 
assembling nominees and selecting the 
winner. 

Since 2004, the award has been made at 
the GVMPS annual induction ceremony. 

 
A permanent plaque is inscribed with 

the names of the winners each year. 
Additionally, there are beautiful keeper 
trophies. 

  
 

In July of 1961 my friend’s dad 
took us to the stock car races at 
Victoria’s Western Speedway for the 
first time and “my life changed 
forever”. 

In 1963, I started hanging around 
Western Speedway’s back gate with my 
$7 Kodak Brownie camera taking 
photos of the stock cars and the big 
name CAMRA modified drivers like 
Billy Foster, Jim Malloy, and George 
Robertson. 

I bought a program every week and 
took detailed notes (I still do) and 
diligently cut out newspaper stories and 
results starting a scrapbook. This data 
allowed me to organize my racing 
photos, currently housed in well over 
100 photo albums and photo boxes.  

In 1966, I started attending the drag 
races at San Cobble Dragway near 
Cobble Hill, on a stretch of industrial 
road and in 1967, the brand new “Van 
Isle Dragways” near Mill Bay. With a 
one dollar pit pass I could get right up 
close and get photos of the drag cars 
using my Brownie, later with a $12 
Kodak Instamatic camera. I took 
hundreds of “snapshots”. The early 
photos with my simple cameras are 

among my most prized   
I moved to the mainland in the 

early 1970s, making traveling to tracks 
in the northwest easier. By the 1980s, I 
was the official photographer for the 
Old Time Racers Association of 
Vancouver Island. With a Racing 
Wheels press pass I was able to gain 
access to other venues and have photos 
printed in that newspaper and about  
twenty others, plus a similar number of 
weekly programs. 

In 1993, Sandy Lovelace Memorial 
recipient Larry Pfister asked if I would 
like to help him with his videos at the 
new Mission Raceway Park. I’ve been 
there ever since, now working with 
Speedzone’s Dean Murdoch at MRP. 

Over the years, I’ve been a 
credentialed photographer at about 40 
tracks, most of them in the Northwest, 
but some as far away as Florida. 
Notably, Western and Skagit 
Speedways for thirty-seven years. 

My first major research project, 
“The History of Van Isle Dragways”, 
was prepared for the Vancouver Island 
Drag Racing Reunion in 2002. This was 
followed by a history of Elma, WA, dirt 
tracks and, “The History of Auto 
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Below: Al Clark vs. the “Little Stinker”, Van-Isle, 1967.                                                           

Racing in the Shawnigan Lake Area” 
for the Shawnigan Lake Museum. 

A major 175-page effort, “The 
History of Open Wheel Racing in the 
Pacific Northwest”, was presented to 
the Victoria Auto Racing Hall of Fame 
in February, 2014.  

2017 open wheel histories include 
“The International Drivers Challenge”, 
and “The Canadian American Modified 
Racing Association.” CAMRA ran at 
almost 40 tracks from 1963 through 
1984, with about 475 events. We have 
documented about 425 CAMRA races  

The demise of Racing Wheels and 
other print publications has made 
gathering data challenging. I now 
download results from various websites.  

I still attend about 40 race days a 
year, concentrating on drag racing at 
MRP and sprint car racing, especially at 
Skagit and Western. 

Special thanks go to dear friends 
Ross Rockett, Barrie Goodwin 
(photographer for 60 years at Western 
Speedway), Dave and Shirley Horner, 
Ed Williams (historian from Tacoma), 
Allan E. Brown (historian from 
Michigan), Harry Page (we went to 
hundreds of races together), Larry 
Pfister, and Dean Murdoch, and a host 
of others. 

A recent photo of Robert G. Hunter. 
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Past Winners: 
2016: Larry Pfister 
2015: Keith Jackman 
2014: Gerry Frechette 
2013: Rich Carlson 
2012: Dave Boyce 
2011: George Bell 
2010: The Deeley Motorcycle Exhibition 
 
 

 
 
2009: The Vintage Racing Club of BC and the Westwood50 celebration 
2008: The Digney family: Joyce and Ernie "Dig" Digney 
2007: The BC Hot Rod Association 50th anniversary 
2006: Langley Speedway Historical Society 
2005: Larry Braine 
2004: Doug Harder, Tom Johnston and Brian Pratt 
 

 
Clockwise from top:  
 
Dave O’Hara, Mission Raceway 
Park, 2015;  
the Sandy Lovelace Award; 
Twig Zeigler, Mission Raceway 
Park, 2012;  
Jim Malloy, CAMRA racer 
from Denver at Victoria’s 
Western Speedway, 1963.  
 
All photos (except from plaque) by 
Robert G. Hunter. 


