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AL PRENDERGAST 
Pioneer - Oval Racing 

being paid $50 a race. The economical 
class, though, quickly grew. 

He ended that 1972 season being 
the top point leader in the Claimer class. 
The next year he won “Most Colourful 
Driver” and the “Roll-Over” trophies 
from the Lower Mainland Oval Racing 
Association. 

He moved up to the Modified Stock 
class in 1974 and was Rookie of the 
Year after he finished in the top ten for 
points. In 1975 he was sixth in points 
and in 1977 he again was in the top ten. 
He also won a NASCAR Modified 
Sportsman tour feature at Langley 
Speedway getting $450 for the first 
place finish. And he had moved from 
racing an old Ford bodied modified to a 
“modern” Pinto bodied car. 

Another spell away from racing 
ended with the beginning of the Old 
Time Racing Association in the 1980s. 
Al dusted off an old modified and began 
racing with the club. At this point it was 
being noticed that Al wasn’t a young 
guy anymore but, rather, a competitive 
veteran.  

Al Prendergast has continued to 

race, sometimes on a limited basis as he 
has worked as a millwright at various 
locations over the years and, in his 70s, 
during the 2010 season competed in the 
IMCA Modified class. He had retired 
the OTRA modified for something 
faster. But he still has the old modified, 
and is hoping to make it street legal.  

Nothing like an old Ford to keep a 
guy young for life. 

By Brian Pratt, 2011  

Prendergast at work at Langley Speedway (Langley Speedway Historical Society photo) 

In 1956 Al Prendergast was a 
young man who managed to finish 
second, ahead of Pioneer Carman 
Parton, in the B Main Jalopy 
championship race at Digney 
Speedway. It was a short-lived, one 
season, excursion into racing as getting 
married in 1957, work and life took 
over for a while.  

Al returned to racing about ten 
years later, this time on a motorcycle. 
From 1967 to 1970 Al raced the short 
tracks and off road circuits in the lower 
mainland and Washington State against 
such veterans as Dayton McKenzie and 
up and comers like Steve Baker. He 
raced all over the northwest but it all 
came to an end during an off road race 
in Ashcroft with a leg broken below the 
knee in six places. 

A couple years later Al came back 
again with the stock cars. There was a 
new class -- the Claimers -- and Al got 
in on the ground floor. His was the first 
car in that class and he had to start the 
1972 season practicing with the super 
stocks. For a short while he, and the few 
other claimers that had been built, were 


