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Above: Ex-Charlie Parsons Genie at Westwood 1965 Pepsi-Pro Victor      Below: Same Genie in the day (Tom Johnston collection) 
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ADRIAN RATCLIFF
Pioneer - Collector and Restoration  

appeared at Sports Car Club of BC 
events. Vintage racing resulted in the 
acquisition of the firs “real” racing car; 
an ex-Innes Ireland Ex-team Lotus, Le 
Mans 24 hour reserve car was available. 
A Series I Lotus Elite. As well as an 
interesting assortment of other racing 
cars and motorcycles. 

Along the way, he acquired an ex-
Charly Parsons Westwood winning Can
-Am Genie, which rebuilt over a period 
of 18 month. 

Fiat Abarths, Alfas, Hondas, a 
Reliant, BMW,  the beat goes on, 
undiminished, now there’s a Ducati to 
help spread the joy.  May it never end! 

Each time Adrian views a Figoni 
and Falaschi, Zagato, Bertone, or 
Touring design offering,  the passion is 
rekindled, and though he will pass, 

It started for Adrian on the farm in 
Australia driving the tractors and trucks 
at age twelve. After obtaining his 
drivers licence at age 16, he acquired, 
drove and rode an amazing assortment 
of cars and bikes, anything with wheels 
and motor, an Armstong Siddeley, and 
five Rileys first in Adelaide and later in 
Mount Isa, a mining town in 
Queensland. 

Marriage and a move to Melbourne 
reduced the vehicle acquisitions and 
Adrian bought into a successful motor 
and body repair shop.  

At this point, Adrian became 
introduced to motoracing with visits to 
Sandown and Phillip Island.  

A fire destroying the business 
premises and an unhappy period of 
working at two jobs was followed by 
emigration to Canada. 

After working two day jobs and 
some nights, at last my immigration 
application for Canada came through 
and in November ’68 the young couple 
arrived in God’s country. After briefly 
considering Kitimat, Adrian returned to 
the Autobody trade in North Vancouver. 

 As jobs were abundant and the 
money was more than adequate. Adrian 
became involved with European sports 
cars and fell in love with Italian styling, 
ultimately joining the Alfa Romeo 
Owners Club (later becoming 
President), and soon found a 1961 2000 
Spider project, the first of a series, other 
non Italian cars followed 

The Alfa club started renting track 
time from the SCCBC and some of the 
club members joined the Sports Car 
Club, ostensibly to have a foot in each 
camp. Soon the lure of racing became 
irresistible and a crashed BMW 2002 
was rebuilt and on the track. The track 
times at Westwood expanded to 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon and 
evenings, as well as the scheduled 
SCCA and ICSCA meetings on the 
weekends.  

About this time, a nucleus of 
vintage enthusiasts came together at 
Sports and Vintage Motors. Lobbying 
commenced, and after initial teething 
problems, the Vintage Racing Club 
came to be. Soon after vintage races 

these achievements will remain for 
future generations to marvel at, and 
perhaps, they will be inspired to create 
their own wonders! 

By Adrian Ratcliff and Nigel Matthews edited by Tom Johnston 

Adrian with restored Genie (David Birchall photo) 


