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RON CURTIES 
Pioneer - Sports Car and Road Racing - Inducted 2009 

By Ken Finnigan, 2009, Edited by Tom Johnston 

Ron Curties was born In 
Vancouver in 1930. His involvement 
with motor vehicles began while a 
student at Lord Byng High involving 
his father’s 1937 Buick. The maiden 
drive lasted only two blocks until the 
teenaged Ron managed to ditch it. 

Ron’s early cars were mostly 
domestic including a Model T Ford 
and a 1941 Ford. It all changed in the 
1950s when he bought what is 
believed to be the first Austin Healey 
in Canada (well maybe BC) One of 
the first uses the Healey was put to 
was acting as a honeymoon car when 
he married his sweetheart Margaret 
(Tommie) Thom. 

Ron soon joined the fledgling 
Sports Car Club of British Columbia 
(SCCBC) and got involved in racing at 
the Abbotsford airport circuit at the 
drop of the next flag. 

Ron’s road racing career was set 
aside when there was a desperate need 
for a starter/flag marshal. 

Who should step up to the start/
finish line? Ron Curties that’s who. 
We all know the attitude of a strong 
“pit boss”, well Ron was the “track 
boss” and all needed to pay a lot of 
attention. Drivers quickly became 
aware of this articulate starter as his 
demands for safety and awareness 
were crucial to the safe operation of 
the racing circuit. Ron continued in his 
role as starter when the Westwood 
racing circuit opened in 1959. 

Tomie Curties also played an 
important roll in the operation of the 
SCCBC and the Westwood Racing 
Circuit where she was the central 
controller of the track communication 
system. 

Ron was a life-long employee of 
the local telephone company and as 
such was the coordinator of the 
Westwood Communications Group 
doing an excellent job for many years. 
He also persuaded the phone company 
to donate some critical equipment. 

Curties served two terms as 
president of the SCCBC and Tomie 
served as president of the Ladies 
division. 

Ron’s circuit racing career may 
have been cut short by his other 

Below: Ron Curties Today (Tom Johnston photo) 

organizational roles but he (and 
Tomie) became an expert ralliest 
competing successfully in the major 
rallies of the early days such as the 
SCCBC Van-Man-Van and the 
Cariboo rallies and others such as the 
UBC Sports Car Club Thunderbird, 
winning the SCCBC Rally Shield in 
1954. 

Today, Ron is a life member of 
the SCCBC and serves as the club 
historian. 


